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Cast of Characters

Kat e: m ddl e- school English teacher
Dan: m ddl e- school English teacher
Scene

Kl i nger Mddl e School dance

Ti me

7pm



Lights up on a 7th grade school dance. "The

Sweet est Thing" by U2 plays. Two adults stand by

t he punch bow, a deliberate bit of distance

bet ween them They pretend to be engrossed in
chaperoning the children, smling broadly, but
they are clearly distracted by each other’s
presence. They bop awkwardly to the nusic. After a
few nonents, Kate breaks their silence.

KATE
So!
Dan i nredi ately whips his head toward her and
| aughs boi sterously.
Qui ck beat. Kate stares.
DAN
Oh. I"msorry, | thought you said sonething funny.
KATE

Did 1?1 don't think I did!' | don't usually say funny
things, do |?

DAN
No no, you don’t, I'msorry. / How s the Thoreau | esson
going, are the kids liking it?-

KATE
No, I'"'msorry! | like that you assunmed | was being
funny. Oh, Thoreau's fantastic! Yeah, the kids |ove
Wal den, thanks for asking. How bout you, you stil
wor ki ng on Dante’s Inferno with your class?

DAN
Yes.

Beat .

That was strange what | did a nonment ago, sorry about
that ... I'’mrealizing now that someone told ne a joke
this norning, and it was still stuck in nmy head. That
was why | | aughed.

KATE
You had a joke stuck in your head? What was it? What
was the joke? Can you tell nme the joke? 1'd love to
hear the | oke!

DAN

Suuuuure. ... Yeah. ...

A beat as he racks his mnd for a joke. She waits
patiently, smling.



DAN

KATE

DAN

KATE

DAN

KATE

DAN

KATE

DAN

KATE

KATE

DAN

k, great. Yes. So it starts wth--

Kate | aughs heartily. Quick beat. Dan stares.

Ch. You didn't tell it yet, did you. The joke.

No, not yet.

| just thought you--1 guess |I... I'msorry. Please, go
ahead, tell the joke!

Actually. 1’d rather not now.

Oh please tell it!

No thank you.

But I'"msure it was going to be very funny!

You know, | feel like an ass and you' re not hel pi ng!
Qui ck beat.

Shit, | said ass! Fuck, | said Shit! Mdtherf-
Qui ck beat.

My apol ogi es.
Qui ck beat.

Wul d you |i ke some punch? The kids sure do seemto be
enjoying it.
Pl ease.

He pours and hands her a cup.

Thanks Dan.

Sure thing Kate.

They smile and | ock eyes for a nonent, then
qui ckly break their gaze. A beat while they bop to
the nusic. Dan breaks the silence.



DAN
(referring to the punch)
Pi nk, huh?
KATE
(referring to the nusic)
You think? It sounds nore |ike Bono to ne. (note: she
consi stently pronounces this bow -no, rhymng with
SEW no) .
DAN
What ?
KATE
Bono! | |ove U2.
Qui ck beat.
DAN
You do?
KATE
Yes. So rnuch.
DAN
VWait. Did | say | |loved you?
KATE
" msorry?
DAN
You just said you "loved ne too."
KATE
Oh, no, no, no! | love W2! The band! Bono!
DAN
(rhyming with SEWno as well)
Ch! Bono!!'!'!
Qui ck beat. They | augh uproariously, it gets
unconfortabl e qui ckly and subsi des. They bop to
the nusic in silence. Dan breaks the silence.
DAN
You were about to say sonething before. Wi-wh-what were
you about to say before?
KATE

Before...?



DAN

KATE

DAN

KATE

DAN

KATE
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KATE
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KATE

DAN

KATE

Bef ore t he whol e-

Ch yes! | have good news! You ready?

Sur e.

Guess who is set to direct "The Sound of Misic" here
this Spring?

You????
Me! !l
Ahhhhhh! I'1]
They leap into a hug, full bodies pressed
t oget her, junping up and down in a steady rhythm
Congratul ati ons Kate!!!!
Thank you Dan!!
A dreamrealized!!
" mso happy!!!
They stop abruptly, realizing what they re doing.
They separate.
Proud of you.
Thanks.
Beat. They both stare off in opposite directions

| ooking I'i ke they wanna die, especially Dan. Dan
breaks their silence one nore tine.



DAN

KATE

DAN

KATE

DAN

KATE

DAN

KATE

DAN

KATE

DAN

WIl there be | ederhosen?
Hn? \What ?

In the production. WII there be | ederhosen? You can’t
do The Sound of Misic w thout copious anmounts of
| eder hosen!

Oh, well, | suppose that’s up to Doris. She’s in charge
of costunes so-

Then we better tell Doris to get on it A-S-A-P!' Were
is she? Is she here? Because I'I| tell her nyself!!
1’1l tell her, she’ d better inport you the best

| eder hosen that Germany has to offer/ because that’s
what you deserve!

| think the play is set in Austria-

Fine! Australian | ederhosen then. You deserve
authenticity! And what’s going on with casting?/ Wo' s
pl ayi ng Captain Von Trapp? He'd better be top notch!

Vll, we’re going to hold auditions next week- Dan, are
you ok?

This is your directorial debut Kate! It has to be
perfect! AS PERFECT AS YOU ARE! How s the set design
com ng along? Do we have hills yet? Those hills better
be majestic, or sonebody’ s gonna answer to ne, |’|

tell you that nmuch. And | think the real question we
shoul d all be asking ourselves is WHO THE HELL IS GO NG
TO PLAY ROLFE??!!1?

Beat. Dan is panting.

(concer ned)
Dan? What’ s goi ng on? And remind ne who Rolfe is.

17-year old nessenger boy. Sings with Liesel.



KATE

DAN
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DAN

Ri ght, thank you.

Dan wal ks over to her and stands very cl ose.
What are you doi ng?

Let’s cut the bullshit. It's been years. | fuckin |ove
you. It’s a fact. So let’s do this shit and let’s do it
NOW.

A long beat. Then another. Finally...
Get under the table.

What ?

CGet under the goddamm punch table before | take you in
front of all these 7th graders.

Real | y?
Go!
They scurry under the table and sit very cl ose.

Dan i mmedi ately giggles and rocks back and forth
like a little Kkid.

Ch man, we’'re gonna do it arent’ we!
| think we are!
W' re gonna do it under a table at a school dance!
Uh huh!
| feel like I"mtwel ve again.
Qui ck beat.

Cane out wong. Didn't do this at twelve. So you |ike
me too? Is that what |'mgathering fromall this?



KATE

DAN
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DAN
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DAN

Yes!

You "like-Ilike" me?

| do! I like-like you!

SO EXCI TED

Me tool!

Oh wow, |’ve never been this close to your face before.
You’' re GORGEQUS!

So are you! Hey, your beard hair is a slightly
di fferent color than your head hair

Ti ni est beat.

Huh? What ?

l[t's reddish!!!

(little defensive)
Yeah, well apparently the shaving cream | used when |
was a teenager carried carcinogens in it, and now ny
chin and cheeks are forever tainted!

That’s so bad ass, | love it!

Ch, OK, good! You have an eyebrow piercing?

(brightly)
Nope, it’'s a nol e!

Ch.

Beat. Dan | ooks horrifi ed.



KATE
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|s that- a problenf

No, noles are... good.

Oh good, | think so too! Ch wow
What ?

Your neckbeard is fascinating!
My what ?

All this stubble you have here. You shave your neck,
don’ t you!

No way!

Don’t be enbarrassed! Neckbeards are sexy. You know who
el se had a neckbeard?

No.
Thor eau.
He di d?

Yup! Check out his photo on Wkipedia sonetine. That
shit went all the way down to his collarbones.

Kate starts nuzzling her face in his neck.
Mmmm ... | wanna call you neckbeard. Can neckbeard be
the thing | call you that no one else calls you so that
when | call you it we always feel close to one another?
Well, I don't really |ove-

She tweaks his nipple.



DAN

KATE
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DAN

KATE

DAN

KATE

DAN

KATE

DAN

KATE

DAN

Qooohl al al a you’ re tweaking nmy ni ppl e!

| am

Wl | stop!
He sl aps her hand away like a little child. A long

beat. She stares at him
| don’t like that. Being exam ned |like that.

Who is exam ning you? |I'mnot exam ning you.

You are! What gives you the right to - to- to-

To what ?

| do a-a-a-a LOT of work to-to-to-to.... hide things.
And then you just cone in and say "Ch | see your
neckbeard! Let ne call you neckbeard!"

| think it’s sexy! | told you that!

| don’t care what you think! | don't need you to
approve of ne! | don’t need to explain nyself to you!
AND YOU RE NOT SUPPOSED TO HAVE A MOLE

Dan, why are you acting like this? W were having fun.

" mgetting out fromunder here.
He noves to clinb out.
(trying to hold himin place)
Pl ease stay! | won't call you neckbeard. And we don’t
have to do anything, let’s just sit here a little while
| onger, ok?
Get. Of!

She lets go and he hits his head on the table,
hard. It hurts.



10.

Fuck. Ow.
KATE
(reaching to his head)
|’ m sorry!

DAN
Don’ t'!

KATE
Dan, can’t we just-

He clinbs out fromunder the table.
Kate waits a few nonents then clinbs out too.

They stand in silence, watching the kids.

KATE
Dan, can’t we-
Si | ence.
Dan?
DAN
Wul d you |i ke sone punch? The kids sure do seemto be
enjoying it.
KATE
No, |--
Beat .
Pl ease.
He pours and hands her a cup.
KATE
(eyes wel ling)
Thanks Dan.
DAN

Sure thing Kate.
They stare strai ght ahead, watching the kids.
End of Pl ay.



